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CONFIDENTIAL TANANARIVE 0533 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR 
SUBJECT: PL 480 RICE 

REF: STATE 37715 AND 43134 

1. EMBASSY CALLED UPON SECGEN MIN OF RURAL DEVELOP, PIERRE 
RAJAONAH, 24 MARCH TO INQUIRE AS TO STATUS OF DATA REQUESTED 
PER REFTELS. SECGEN SAID HE WAS UNAWARE OF REQUEST BUT 
ASSURED EMBOFF HE WOULD GET DATA TO EMBASSY. 

2. EMBASSY COMMENT: IN VIEW OF REPEATED FOLLOW-UP BY 
EMBASSY WITH MOFA, ABSENCE OF GOMR RESPONSE ON RICE DATA IS 
MORE LIKELY DUE TO POLITICAL OBSTRUCTIONISM THAN TO BUREAU- 
CRATIC INEFFICIENCY. EX-FONMIN RATSIRAKA HAS STAKE IN USG'S 
APPEARING NOT TO BE HELPFUL RIGHT NOW AND HAS SUPPORTERS IN 
MOFA WHO CAN ASSIST HIM TO ACCOMPLISH THIS PURPOSE. 
MENDENHALL 
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